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Do you know what a disciple is?
In fact, are you a disciple for Christ?
Well, this is one of the terms we commonly hear in the church,
but what exactly does it mean is the question I was ask…
Who qualifies as a disciple, and what’s required to become one?
Folks, before Jesus ascended to the Father, He told His followers
to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18 – 20)
The word disciple means a learner, one who follows another’s
teaching
Although a variety of definitions have been used to describe
this relationship, I would define a disciple as one
who learns of Jesus Christ (John 14:15)
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Friends, a disciple is someone who can say, “it is
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me”
(Galatians 2:20)
If we were to stop right here, could you say right
now that you are a disciple of Christ?
If you can, good, please listen intently and if you
can’t, I would like for you to consider four facts
from the Bible (2 Timothy 2:15)
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All faithful disciples are Christians, but not everyone who
attends church is a disciple (Luke 6:46)
Those who simply listen to sermons without applying
what they learn or sharing Christ are not disciples
A true disciple hungers for Christ and His Word and as a
result grows in his/her Christian life
Many churches today are more focused on numbers than
discipleship, But Jesus was never impressed by the
crowds that followed Him
This was the situation in (Luke 14:25 – 33). When large
crowds were following Him, He told them what was
required to be His disciple
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TEXT: (LUKE 14:25 – 33)
1) First and foremost, our love, loyalty, and
devotion to Christ must supersede our love for
everyone else
“If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his
own father and mother and wife and children
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own
life, he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26)
“Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit;
serving the Lord” (Romans 12:11)
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Christ is not advocating that we should hate our
family members. He’s making a contrast between
degrees of love
To be Christ’s disciple, our obedience to Him takes
priority over what our loved ones may expect or
desire (Matthew 6:33)
Throughout history, Christians have had to make
hard choices in order to follow Christ, and we may
be required to do the same (Hebrews 11:36 – 37)
Disciples must be committed to obedience to Christ no
matter what the consequences might be
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2) The second requirement for a disciple is death to self
“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me
cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:27)
Sometimes we think our cross is an illness, problem, or
heartache we must bear, but that’s not what Jesus meant.
The cross was an instrument of execution that resulted in
death
Friends, most of us will probably not be called to sacrifice
so extreme. However, every disciple must undergo the
death of the self-life
Any time we put qualifiers on our obedience, we
are not acting like Christ’s disciple
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3) Discipleship is costly (Luke 14:28 – 32)
Jesus used two stories to illustrate this truth
He described the importance of counting the cost before
building a tower and of evaluating an army’s strength before
going to war
Many people will sign up for an easier gospel that promises
them only benefits, but that’s not the message Jesus preached
When He called His disciples to follow Him, they left
everything behind and devoted themselves fully to Him
They and countless other disciples throughout church history
have endured hardship, suffering, and persecution,
yet today we sometimes mistakenly assume
the Christian life will be easy (2 Timothy 3:12)
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4) Full surrender of all we own
Jesus said, “So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not
give up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:33)
When a rich, young ruler came to Jesus and asked what he should do
to inherit eternal life, Jesus told him to sell everything he owned and
give it to the poor (Mark 10:17 – 22)
Brethren, He knew this young man was attached to his possessions,
and that’s what was keeping him from wholeheartedly following
Christ
He also knows everything about our hearts too. We must recognize
that God is the owner of all we possess, and we are just the
caretakers
A true disciple of Christ walks through life with a
detachment from the things of this world in order to
become fully attached to Christ
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Discipleship is what God desires for each of us. And the
rewards of being Christ’s disciple are worth every
sacrifice
Yes, the cost may seem high, but Jesus hasn’t left us to
manage on our own (Hebrews 13:5)
Christ will be with us to the end of the age
(Matthew 28:20c), so take comfort in His faithful presence
RECAP:
1) First and foremost, LOVE for GOD
2) The second requirement for a disciple is death to self
3) Discipleship is costly
4) Full surrender of all we own

